276	THE   KNIGHTS   TEMPLARS
handed over to the ecclesiastical authorities without delay.
Even therefore if Clement denounced the Inquisition in
France as incompetent to seek the aid of the temporal power
against a religious Order, Philip could contend that he was
still within his rights in suppressing a grave scandal. The
king, however, placed much more reliance on other weapons
in his contest with the Pope. He meant to appear before
Clement in the guise of a ruler whose people pressed for the
extirpation of the Temple, and he summoned the three
estates to meet him at Tours. Other kings of France had
been renowned for their protection of the purity of the faith,
wrote Philip in summoning his Parliament, and he could not
fail to follow so glorious an example. The awful crimes
of the Templars were common knowledge—how the
Templars had denied Jesus Christ, trampled on the cross,
scoffed at sacraments holy to all Christians, and engaged
in unnatural vices. These crimes had been committed
throughout the kingdom as was conclusively proved by " the
depositions of the dignitaries of the Order (if it may be
called an Order) $ and must have been committed also in
other countries, indeed it is proved that they were com-
mitted overseas. ... To ensure that, for the protection of
the faith and the honour of our Sacred Mother the Church,
those frightful crimes and errors are stamped out, we
propose in the very near future to go to the Holy See ".
The three estates duly attended Tours and were harangued
by Philip's ministers. The decision of the barons, the clergy
and the commons were unanimous. Parliament reported to
the king that the Templars were guilty beyond a shadow of
doubt and that nothing less than death would fit the crime.
Strengthened with this mandate from his kingdom, Philip
went to visit the Pope at Poitiers in June, 1308. He was
accompanied by his brother, Charles of Valois, and a strong
armed force. The soldiers surrounded the papal court, and
it seemed as though Philip intended to seize the Pope if the

